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	TÜV AUSTRIA Group – Business Assurance
	


KFM-002b, Rev.01
	Certification Regulation for the ESTA Standard

	Standard or Certification scheme:
	ESTA (European Seed Treatment Assurance)
	Accreditation Standard:
	N/A

	Certification Cycle:
	The certificate is valid for three (3) years starting from the issuance date. To maintain the validity of the certificate, annual surveillance audits shall be carried out. Before the expiration date of the certificate, a recertification audit is conducted in order to renew the validity of the certificate for the next three-year cycle. 
Audit planning and timetable: After the initial evaluation at least two (2) annual verification audits are required. The first annual verification audit can be scheduled six (6) months at the earliest and eighteen (18) months at the latest after the “birthday” of the certificate. The second annual verification audit can be scheduled as of ninety (90) days prior to the expiration of the certificate. Example:
	Certification Decision 
	1st Surveillance audit
	2nd Surveillance 
	Re-certification audit

	15/7/2024
	15/7/2025
	15/7/2026
	15/7/2027


Remote Audit: Following Risk Analysis, remote or desk audit can be allowed once within a certification cycle.

	Audit Evaluation Criteria /  Characterization of Non Conformities:
	1: Minor criterion: a minor criterion can be understood as recommendations for product and process improvement
	3: Critical criterion: a critical criterion is a criterion that is significant within the ESTA scheme. A nonconformity for this criterion would be critical for scheme compliance

	
	2: Major criterion: a major criterion is a criterion that, in case not fulfilled, it will not jeopardize the system and the compliance against the ESTA Standard

	4: Not Checked, or/and Excluded

	
	· The non-fulfillment of a critical/ major/ minor criterion leads to a critical/ major/ minor nonfulfillment.
· It is up to TÜV AUSTRIA’s discretion to comment which elements of the criterion need continuous improvement and they will be checked at the next audit.
· TÜV AUSTRIA has the right to stop the certification if it is considered that the treatment site abuses the principles of the scheme.

	Responsible Agent – Prerequisite steps prior to the Certification
	ESTA is only operated by Agents. The seed treatment sites that wish to get ESTA certified sites shall contact the Agent and arrange all the administrative details of the Scheme with them:
Asociación Nacional de Obtentores Vegetales (ANOVE) – Spain, contact details: esta@anove.es 

The Standard Licence Agreement needs to be signed between the certified treatment site and the Agent. The signed Standard License Agreement is a prerequisite for the issue of the ESTA certificate. 

Once the Agreement is signed the treatment site is authorized to use the ESTA logo. For the right to use the ESTA Trademarks, the treatment site undertakes to pay annually a fixed fee per unit or a lump sum fee, based on their annual turnover. The annual turnover is estimated by activities related to seeds.
· The fee per unit and/or lump sum fee is paid to Euroseeds while the Agents may charge a handling fee.
· The fee per unit and the lump sum fee are the same for all crops and all countries. 
· The ESTA Agents may charge handling fee. 
· The lump sum fee is paid once by each company, independent of the number of ESTA certified sites.

The treatment site shall then submit a certification application to TÜV AUSTRIA and proceed with the certification procedure. 

	Time slots for the closure of the corrective action requests (CARs) / certificate suspension/withdrawal conditions:
	· [bookmark: _Hlk170212877]Critical criterion: the certificate is suspended after the finding until corrective actions are put in place. The treatment site has thirty (30) days at maximum to put in place corrective actions. If no corrective actions have been put in place within thirty (30) days, the certificate is withdrawn or not delivered.
Special derogation for the non-conformity of critical criteria: additional time may be given to solve the non-conformity of a critical criterion. The decision for the additional time to solve the non-conformity will be given by TÜV AUSTRIA. In this case TÜV AUSTRIA inform the reasons to the Agent/Euroseeds about the reasons of the derogation.
· [bookmark: _Hlk170212850]Major criterion:  the site has thirty (30) days to inform TÜV AUSTRIA which measure it will put in place to solve the non-conformity of a major criterion, otherwise the consequences are the same as for the non-fulfillment of a critical criterion. In this case apply the conditions described above.
i) the site needs to clarify when they will put in place corrective actions to solve the nonconformity. The time for the non-conformity to be solved cannot be longer than thirty (30) days after the site TÜV AUSTRIA
ii) following the above mentioned the site has sixty (60) calendar days to inform and put in place the measures to solve the non-conformity
iii) Even without a notification by TÜV AUSTRIA the major criterion becomes critical. This means that the ESTA certified site has sixty (60) days between the first notification and the suspension of the certificate.
· [bookmark: _Hlk170212794]Minor criterion: A minor non-conformity has to be solved by documents or at least during the next on-site visit by the issuance of the initial certificate. If the non-conformity of a minor criterion is not solved by the next audit then the criterion will become major.
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